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I. PURPOSE 

A. Establish and prescribe guidelines and procedures for all govern​ment owned vehicles operated by members of the Agency​ in the performance of their duties.  To include:
1. Vehicle maintenance 
2. Pursuit driving  
3. Use of roadblocks
4. Inter-jurisdictional pursuit policy
5. Vehicle Accident Review Board
B. Establish a standard operating procedure for Agency vehicle maintenance.

C. Establish a standard operating procedure for use in pursuit situations.

D. Establish a standard operating procedure governing the type and use of roadblocks.

E. Establish a standard operating procedure governing inter-jurisdictional pursuits.

F. Establish a standard operating procedure for a vehicle accident review board.

II. DEFINITIONS

A. ASSISTING AGENCY - The Law Enforcement Agency with a vehicle actively involved in another Agency's pursuit.

B. BOXING-IN - A technique where vehicles responding to assist in a vehicle pursuit concentrate on covering streets parallel to the one the pursuit is on, thus creating a "boxing in" effect.

C. BLOCKING OR ROLLING ROADBLOCK - A technique designed to stop a violator's vehicle by surrounding it with law enforcement vehicles and then slowing all vehicles to a stop without making actual contact with the violator's vehicle.

D. CHANNELIZATION - A technique similar to a roadblock where objects are placed in the anticipated path of a pursued vehicle to alter its direction.

E. CREATING SLOW MOVING TRAFFIC - The slowing of the normal flow of traffic.  Patrol vehicles not involved in the pursuit enter the roadway at least two miles ahead of the violator.  By slowing the flow of normal traffic, the violator and pursuit vehicle are forced to reduce their speed.

F. DUE REGARD - When a reasonably careful person, performing similar duties under similar circumstances, would act in the same manner.
G. EMERGENCY - A situation in which there is a high probability of death or serious injury to an individual or significant property loss.  

H. EMERGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT VEHICLE - A law enforcement vehicle equipped with a siren and one or more blue lights which can be operated as an emergency vehicle.

I. FORCIBLE STOP - An attempt to prevent the continued movement of a fleeing vehicle through the use of roadblocks, boxing-in, ramming, channelization, or creating slow moving traffic.

ATTENTION CEO: Because of the high liability associated with "forcible stops", the Agency's legal representative should be consulted before implementing any policy regarding this type of stop.

J. INITIATING AGENCY - The Law Enforcement Agency which originally attempted to stop the driver of an actively fleeing vehicle.

K. INTER-JURISDICTIONAL PURSUIT AGREEMENT - A document signed by the Chief Executive Officer of each participating Law Enforcement Agency which coordinates procedures to be followed when a pursuit involves two or more agencies.

L. MOTOR VEHICLE PURSUIT - An active attempt by an officer in an authorized emergency vehicle to apprehend the occupant(s) of a moving vehicle, providing the driver of such vehicle is aware of the attempt and increases his/her speed, takes other evasive actions to avoid apprehension, or refuses to stop while maintaining a legal speed.

M. PACING - The positioning of a law enforcement vehicle at a stable, fixed distance behind a speeding vehicle at a constant speed to measure its speed.

N. PRIMARY PURSUING VEHICLE - The law enforcement vehicle that initiates the pursuit or any other vehicle that assumes control of the pursuit.

O. RAMMING - The deliberate act of impacting a violator's vehicle with another vehicle to functionally damage or otherwise force the violator's vehicle to stop.

ATTENTION CEO: Because of the high liability associated with "ramming", the Agency's legal representative should be consulted before implementing any policy regarding this method of stopping a vehicle.

P. ROADBLOCK - Any method, restriction, or obstruction utilized or intended to prevent free passage of motor vehicles on a roadway in order to apprehend the driver/passengers in a particular motor vehicle.

Q. SECONDARY PURSUIT VEHICLE - The law enforcement vehicle that trails the primary pursuit vehicle at a safe distance and that is immediately available to assume the primary role or assist when the fleeing vehicle stops.
R. SERIOUS FELONY - A felony that involves an actual or threatened action that the officer has reasonable cause to believe could result or has resulted in death or serious bodily injury (e.g., aggravated assault, armed robbery, murder, rape).

S. SUPERVISOR - The superior officer responsible for the immediate supervision of the pursuit vehicles.

III. RULES AND REGULATIONS

A. Vehicle Responsibility

An officer shall be familiar with his/her assigned vehicle, its capabilities, limitations, and daily operational status.

B. Routine Patrol

During routine patrol, an officer's responsibility to exercise due care is no different from that of every other citizen.  Good driving habits and courtesy toward other drivers or pedestrians should always be practiced. 

C. Safety Rules

1. When operating an emergency vehicle, an officer must have the vehicle under control and be prepared to yield the right of way.

2. When an officer receives information indicating that an emergency exists, his/her primary duty is to arrive at the site of the emergency as safely as conditions permit.

3. Seat belts shall be fastened when operating a law enforcement vehicle.

4. An officer should not drive up immediately behind another vehicle and sound the siren.  The motorist may suddenly stop.

5. An officer should not pass to the right of a vehicle in traffic, unless absolutely necessary.

6. An officer may fluctuate the sound of the siren so that the emergency vehicle can be heard.

7. An officer shall always maintain adequate radio volume and remain aware that the Communications Center may wish to relay additional information while the vehicle is being operated in an emergency status.

8. When an officer approaches an intersection extreme caution shall be used:

a) The vehicle should be slowed to a normal speed when approaching an intersection and it should be crossed with the light
b) When it is necessary to enter an intersection against the light, all emergency vehicles should come to a complete stop to insure all traffic has seen the vehicle before crossing the intersection; and

c) The above sections, (a) and (b), also apply to STOP signs.

D. Pacing

1. Pacing is not an emergency operation. Therefore when pacing a traffic violator, an officer may operate without emergency equipment engaged.

2. Officers, while pacing a traffic violator, may exceed the speed limit to establish a pace, but must do so with due regard to the safety of others.

E. Emergency Operations of Law Enforcement Vehicles

1. Only marked vehicles with roof-mounted emergency light systems should engage in a pursuit.

2. Marked vehicles without roof-mounted emergency light systems will discontinue the pursuit when a marked vehicle with roof-mounted lights assumes the pursuit.

3. Unmarked vehicles will not become involved in any pursuit unless it involves a serious felony and the unmarked vehicle is the initiating vehicle.  No unmarked vehicle, without both blue lights and siren, will become involved in pursuits.

4. Special vehicles (e.g., paddy wagons, crime scene units, etc.) should not engage in pursuits.

5. Vehicles that are transporting prisoners, witnesses, suspects, complainants, or passengers officers will not engage in pursuits.

6. Motorcycles will not engage in pursuits unless the motorcycle officer is the one who initiates the pursuit.  Motorcycles may continue the pursuit only until a four-wheeled marked patrol vehicle joins the pursuit.

ATTENTION CEO:  Current court cases recommend against establishing an exact maximum speed over the posted limit for officers engaged in a pursuit. 
7. Considerations (Emergency Use).

Before engaging in the emergency use of a vehicle, several factors in addition to vehicle control, due regard and true emergency considerations must be weighed.  Typical examples include but are not limited to:
a) The type and condition of the vehicle being operated;

b) The type and condition of the roadway to be traveled and the officer's familiarity with it;

c) Obstacles, both present and potential that must be avoided (e.g., foreign objects on the roadway, construction, gravel, standing water, etc.);

d) Experience and the training of the officer in a high speed vehicle operation;

e) The nature of the offense and the circumstances known concerning the manner in which the call was relayed to the communications center;

f) The time of day, amount and type of traffic encountered (the potential danger to the officer and other drivers operating at a high speed);

g) Visibility and illumination available to the officer in the area being traveled; and

h) Existing weather conditions and roadway surfaces.

8. Emergency Use of Vehicles

The driver of any law enforcement vehicle responding to an emergency call shall use the blue light and siren.  If the siren would warn of the officer's approach and aid in a violator's escape or endanger the life of other persons, the siren may be disengaged upon approaching within audible range.  At that time, the officer shall cease emergency vehicle operating status by slowing speed to normal and disengaging emergency equipment.

9. Emergency Escort Prohibited

Members of this Agency will not attempt to escort other emergency vehicles or private vehicles on an emergency run.  However, assistance may be given by blocking dangerous intersections to aid in the movement of such vehicles.

F. Intra-Inter-Jurisdictional Pursuits (See S.O.P. 12-4)
G. Emergency Vehicle Speed/Safety During Pursuits
During pursuits, excessive speed and carelessness shall not be permitted nor will they warrant the risk involved.
H. Law Enforcement Involved Pursuit Investigation

In addition to normal reporting procedures, an internal investigation will be made of all law enforcement officers who are involved in vehicle pursuits. 

I. Training

ATTENTION CEO:  Jurisdictions need to show that not only do they have valid pursuit policies but they must also have some form of training as to what the policies say and what the terms mean.  A policy with no training of officers prior to its implementation would probably provide little aid to local jurisdictions.


Training shall cover three areas:

1. Patrol or Defensive Driving:  Ordinary driving for going from one point to another.  The emphasis is on driving safely to prevent any type of accidents;

2. Emergency Driving:  Driving which requires the use of emergency warning devices (audible and visible) in order to be exempted from rules of the road, while exercising due caution and regard for the safety of other vehicles; and

3. Pursuit Driving:  In contrast to emergency driving, the officer makes independent decisions on speed, direction and routes, with little choice except to remain close to the car that is being pursued.

Accident Investigations Involving Agency Vehicles (See S.O.P. 12-5)
Vehicle Accident Review Board (See S.O.P. 12-5)

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE   

ISSUED​___________ EFFECTIVE___________

S.O.P. 12-1 VEHICLE MAINTENANCE    
I. INTRODUCTION

One of the basic rules of safe vehicle operation is that the officer be familiar with both the vehicle and its capabilities.  The day to day condition of the vehicle is of paramount importance for safe operation, with the final responsibility for care resting on the officer who operates the vehicle.
II. INSPECTION

Each officer of the Agency who will operate a vehicle during his/her tour of duty must check the following on the assigned vehicle.

ATTENTION CEO: The following comprehensive checklist is probably more than most Agencies require or realistically expect.  Consequently, the Agency should modify this checklist to meet the expectations of your Agency.   

A. Prior to use, the following items shall be checked daily by the officer:

1. Proper inflation and condition of tires;

2. Brakes, lights, windshield wipers and washers, horn, emergency equipment, and other electrical equipment;

3. Damage to exterior and interior of the vehicle;

4. Mechanical defects - Certain conditions such as a defective exhaust, steering mechanism irregularities, alignment, or other mechanical defects can only be discovered after the vehicle is operational; and

5. These conditions, or any of the above not readily corrected shall be immediately reported to the shift supervisor on duty and a report filed.  An employee shall not operate an unsafe vehicle.

B. Prior to use, the following items shall be checked as needed by the officer:

1. Cleanliness, particular attention should be given to any loose items inside the vehicle that have the potential to be used as a weapon against the operator or would hinder the safe operation of the vehicle;

2. Gauges, to keep the vehicle within the proper operating ranges;

3. Condition of spare tire and other necessary equipment;

4. Oil and water (each time the vehicle is refueled);

5. Battery water level (if not maintenance free) and transmission fluid (at least weekly); and

6. Routine maintenance (oil, filter, lube)
ATTENTION CEO: In order for the officers to know when a vehicle needs routine maintenance, the Agency should consider posting the mileage for the next scheduled maintenance on the inside of the windshield. 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

ISSUED___________ EFFECTIVE________​​​__

S.O.P. 12-2 VEHICLE PURSUIT ACTIONS (NEW 2007)
O.C.G.A.: 40-1-1(5); 40-6-6; 40-8-91.1; 40-8-94; 40-6-395; 35-1-14; 36-92-1
I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to provide guidelines and directions:  for the establishment of responsibility for the safe operation of police vehicles during a pursuit; for the initiation or discontinuation of pursuits; for the responsibility of participating officers and supervisor; and to provide the essential balancing of the necessity for the pursuit and more immediate apprehension of the fleeing subject against the risks involved with the pursuit which might include death, injury and/or property damage. 
In fulfilling departmental objectives, officers will occasionally encounter dangerous subjects who will attempt to avoid capture by fleeing in motor vehicles. In these cases, officers should attempt to anticipate flight and utilize tactics to prevent a pursuit. If tactics to prevent a vehicle pursuit fail, tactics should be utilized to minimize the duration of the pursuit, and if possible, to influence the subject vehicle's direction in ways that reduce the risk of harm to others. Once initiated pursuits shall be monitored and assessed according to state statutes and this policy to ensure that the need to pursue outweighs the risk and dangers of the pursuit itself.
II. POLICY

The department recognizes its responsibility to apprehend criminals and lawbreakers, but it also recognizes that higher responsibility to protect and foster the safety of all persons in the operation of police vehicles under pursuit conditions.  Officers in operating under pursuit conditions shall be constantly aware that no assignment is too important and no task is to be expedited with such emphasis that any of the basic principles of safety are jeopardized. Therefore officers shall only engage in pursuits when the totality of the circumstances outweighs the risk to the officer and the public. Finally officers shall be held accountable for the consequences of reckless disregard for the safety of others and violations of this procedure. In initiating any pursuit the officer shall carefully consider the facts, the driving environment, the seriousness of the offense, the need for apprehension, all the possible consequences and the safety of all persons.
III. DEFINITIONS
A. Discontinue the pursuit: the law enforcement officer ends his or her involvement in the pursuit by slowing down to the posted speed limit and turning off his or her emergency light and siren.
B. Aerial support: the use of aerial surveillance to monitor a pursuit or take over the pursuit allowing vehicles to back off to a supportive role.
C. Authorization to continue pursuit:  verbal approval, transmitted over the assigned radio channel, by the supervisor and acknowledgment by the dispatcher and the officer driving the primary unit.
D. Authorized Law Enforcement Vehicle: a motor vehicle belonging to a federal, state or local law enforcement agency with a functioning audible signal and a functioning flashing or revolving light. 
E. Boxing-in: surrounding a violator's vehicle with emergency vehicles that are then slowed to a stop, forcing the violator's vehicle to do likewise.
F. Canalization: a technique where objects or vehicles are positioned in a manner intended to direct or redirect a fleeing vehicle into a clearly identifiable and unobstructed path. 
G. Caravan: operating emergency vehicles in a line or alongside each other in a pursuit.
H. City vehicle: any motor vehicle that is owned, leased, or borrowed by the city.
I. Code-three emergency call: a request for police service that presents an actual and immediate danger of death or serious bodily injury.(Should be adapted for local terminology.)
J. Deadly force: force when employed may bring about serious bodily injury or death.
K. Emergency operation: driving an emergency vehicle according to state law and this procedure in response to a code-two or code-three call or in pursuit of a fleeing vehicle.
L. Inter-Jurisdictional Pursuit: Any vehicle that crosses into a neighboring jurisdiction, such as across municipal, county or state line.
M. Marked police vehicle: a police vehicle displaying the emblem and marking of the police department with overhead lights and audible warning devices.
N. Paralleling: operating an emergency vehicle on streets or a route parallel to the pursuit route.
O. Police vehicle: a city vehicle assigned to the police department.
P. Primary unit: The authorized law enforcement vehicle that initiates a pursuit or any other unit, which assumes control of the pursuit. 
Q. Secondary unit(s): Any authorized law enforcement vehicle that becomes involved as a backup to the primary unit and follows the primary unit at a safe distance.
R. PIT (Precision Immobilization Technique) maneuver: deliberate contact with the rear of a fleeing vehicle by a marked police vehicle with the intention of forcing that vehicle off the roadway in a predetermined direction.
S. Ramming: deliberate contact with a violator's vehicle by a marked police vehicle to force the violator's vehicle off the roadway.
T. Roadblock: a barricade or other physical obstruction across a roadway set up to stop or prevent the escape of a fleeing vehicle.
U. Secondary vehicle:  the marked police vehicle that follows the primary vehicle in a pursuit acting as a back-up for the primary vehicle.
V. Stop Stick/Spike Strip: a rigid column or a strip of belting containing specially designed hollow spikes which when deployed across a lane of roadway, penetrates tires, slowing the pursued vehicle usually to a complete stop. 
W. Supervisor: the supervisor assigned or assuming control of a pursuit situation.
X. Terminate the Pursuit: stopping a suspect vehicle by use of intervention methods.
Y. Unmarked police vehicle: a police vehicle not displaying the emblem or marking of the police department and not having emergency warning devices to include emergency lighting and siren.
Z. Vehicle Pursuit: an active attempt by a law enforcement officer operating an authorized law enforcement vehicle to apprehend a fleeing suspect who is actively attempting to elude the police.
AA. Violent felony: a serious felony that involves an actual or threatened attack that the officer has reasonable suspicion to believe could result or has resulted in death or serious bodily injury (e.g. aggravated assault, armed robbery, and murder, etc.)
IV. EMERGENCY VEHICLE OPERATION

The State of Georgia outlines the privileges and duties of the operator of an emergency vehicle by state statute.  Officers must be acting in response to an actual, ongoing bona-fide emergency in order to employ the privileges and immunities of the law. Under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-6.  Authorized emergency vehicles:
A. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle or law enforcement vehicle, when responding to an emergency call, when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, or when responding to but not upon returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this Code section.
B. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle or law enforcement vehicle may:
1. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;
2. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation;
3. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he or she does not endanger life or property; and
4. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions.
5. The exceptions granted by this Code section to an authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only when such vehicle is making use of an audible signal and use of a flashing or revolving red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a distance of 500 feet to the front of such vehicle, except that a vehicle belonging to a federal, state, or local law enforcement agency and operated as such shall be making use of an audible signal and a flashing or revolving blue light with the same visibility to the front of the vehicle.
6. The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons.
7. When a law enforcement officer in a law enforcement vehicle is pursuing a fleeing suspect in another vehicle and the fleeing suspect damages any property or injures or kills any person during the pursuit, the law enforcement officer's pursuit shall not be the proximate cause or a contributing proximate cause of the damage, injury, or death caused by the fleeing suspect unless the law enforcement officer acted with reckless disregard for proper law enforcement procedures in the officer's decision to initiate or continue the pursuit. Where such reckless disregard exists, the pursuit may be found to constitute a proximate cause of the damage, injury, or death caused by the fleeing suspect, but the existence of such reckless disregard shall not in and of itself establish causation.


V. PROCEDURE 
A. Pursuit Restrictions
1. Only two emergency vehicles, -- a primary vehicle and a secondary vehicle, shall engage in a pursuit, unless additional emergency vehicles are authorized specifically by the managing supervisor.
2. Officers shall not continue a pursuit or assist in a pursuit unless immediate authorization for the pursuit is received from the managing supervisor – if one is on duty.

3. Officers shall not set up roadblocks, or deploy tire deflation devices without the approval of the supervisor.
4. Officers shall not engage in ramming, boxing-in, caravanning or driving immediately alongside a fleeing vehicle.
5. Pursuits shall not be undertaken where the officer is operating a two-or three-wheeled police motorcycle. (add: SUV or Van)
6. If a pursuit is discontinued by the primary vehicle, (unless for mechanical reasons), or the supervisor, then all officers shall discontinue the pursuit.
7. Only emergency vehicles or marked police vehicles with emergency warning devices shall initiate a pursuit.
8. Officers engaged in a pursuit shall not drive emergency vehicles the wrong way (against the regular flow of traffic) on a divided highway, interstate, or expressway or any other street or highway designated for one-way traffic, despite allowances in the state vehicular code. When a fleeing vehicle goes the wrong way against traffic, the primary officer shall: 
a) Parallel the vehicle in the correct lane of traffic
b) Notify dispatch of a wrong way driver
c) Request assistance from outside agencies to shut down vehicular traffic on the highway coming in the fleeing subject's direction
d) Have communications notify department of transportation to activate reader boards to advise motorists of a wrong way driver
9. Officers shall not engage in a pursuit when they are transporting prisoners, witnesses, suspects, complainants or any person who is not a member of this department. 
B. Environmental Considerations

Officers shall carefully consider carefully the facts and weigh the seriousness of the offense against the possible consequences of jeopardizing the safety of others by a continuous evaluation of the following at the time of the initiation and continuation of the pursuit:
1. Time of day and day of the week
2. Lighting conditions
3. Vehicular and pedestrian traffic
4. Type of roadway
5. Condition of the roadway (e.g. dry, wet, paved, gravel, icy)
6. Weather conditions (e.g. clear, overcast, rain, fog)
7. Condition of the emergency vehicle and the condition and type of the fleeing vehicle
8. Driving ability of the officer
9. Speeds of the emergency vehicle and the fleeing vehicle
C. Initiating the Pursuit - Officers shall only initiate a pursuit:

1. When there is reasonable suspicion that the driver of that vehicle has committed a violent felony
2. When there is evidence of outrageous, reckless driving generally or possibly in association with driving under the influence and these observations precede the officer's intervention through any pursuit mode

D. Responsibilities of the Primary Vehicle Driver:
1. Upon receiving approval from the supervisor at the earliest possible moment, activate the vehicle's emergency warning devices from the point of initiation to that of completion.
2. Immediately notify communications of:
a) His or her unit number
b) The location 
c) Direction of travel 
d) Speed
e) Reasons for the pursuit
f) The description of the vehicle being pursued
g) The number of occupants
h) The presence of other law enforcement agencies
i) Location at the time the pursuit is discontinued
3. Provide updated information regarding direction of travel, speed, and other pertinent details
4. Allow the secondary vehicle driver to assume all communications

5. Abandon the pursuit if any mechanical problems develop in the primary vehicle
6. Discontinue the pursuit if the hazardous circumstances or environmental factors present an unreasonable risk to public safety.
E. Responsibilities of the Secondary Vehicle Driver
The first officer arriving to assist the primary vehicle driver shall notify communications and becomes the secondary vehicle driver.
1. This officer shall receive immediate authorization from the supervisor to assist in the pursuit to the extent that a supervisor is available and monitoring the pursuit.
2. This officer shall activate all warning devices from the point of entry into the pursuit until it is ended while following the primary vehicle at a safe distance and shall assume the radio communications for the primary vehicle driver;
3. This officer shall become the primary vehicle driver if it abandons the pursuit, or shall abandon the pursuit if any mechanical problems develop in the secondary vehicle.
F. Responsibilities of the Supervisor
1. Assert control over the pursuit
2. Control the number of authorized vehicles in the pursuit
3. Immediately authorize continuation of the pursuit or orders discontinuation depending on the hazardous circumstances and environmental factors present as communicated by the primary vehicle driver
4. Order units to clear intersections in the likely path of the pursuit where appropriate
5. Ensure that not more than two (2) emergency vehicles engage in the pursuit unless additional emergency or marked police vehicle are required based on the following circumstances:
a) The severity of the offense
b) The number of occupants in the suspect vehicle
c) The likelihood of the suspects being armed
6. Direct and approve necessary tactics in the pursuit; including authorizing termination of the pursuit through approved use of force tactics
7. Continuously evaluate the pursuit
8. Assign additional officers to traffic control, accident investigation, foot pursuit, and/or perimeter security
9. Order the discontinuation of the pursuit at any time hazardous circumstances or environmental factors present an unreasonable risk to public safety
10. Respond in all situations to the scene of any arrest resulting from the pursuit to control the scene
G. Responsibilities of the Communications Center
1. Assure that the supervisor of the pursuit is clearly identified and that the approval to initiate or continue the pursuit is broadcast
2. Assure that pursuing officers (primary and secondary vehicle drivers) request supervisory approval and that all critical information is received from the officers involved and relayed to other units
3. Keep the supervisor apprised of all relevant traffic problems and other actions that might impact upon the conduct of the pursuit.
4. Record all information received from the pursuing officer 
5. Clear the radio channel
6. Conduct an inquiry of the license plate through NCIC and GCIC
7. Notify adjacent jurisdictions of the pursuit and the potential that it may enter their jurisdiction
8. Continue monitoring the pursuit
H. Uses of force/Termination of Pursuit
1. Remember that roadblocks, the PIT maneuver, and Stop-sticks or spike strips as well as the firearm, constitute seizures, i.e. a stopping of movement by a means intentionally applied. Roadblocks, the PIT maneuver, and tire deflation devices could under certain circumstances constitute the use of deadly force but as uses of force. In using these tactics officers should consider:
a) How serious is the offense that the officer suspects at the time they use the tactic?
b) Is there a physical threat to the officer or any other person and how significant is that threat?
c) Is the suspect actively resisting or attempting to evade arrest by flight?
2. Use of firearms
a) The use of firearms to affect the apprehension of a fleeing suspect is a use of deadly force
b) Officers shall not shoot at or from a moving vehicle unless:
(1) The officer has a reasonable belief that an occupant of the vehicle poses an imminent threat of death or serious physical injury to the officer or another person, or 
(2) The officer has a reasonable belief that an occupant is using the vehicle in a manner that poses an imminent threat of death or serious physical injury to the officer or another person, and there is no avenue of escape.
3. Roadblocks: (SEE S.O.P. 12-3) Only in the case of suspected fleeing violent felons whose escape poses a danger to life, may an officer set up a stationary or rolling roadblock, a decision that shall be approved by the on-duty supervisor. This decision to establish a roadblock shall consider:
a) The safety of the officers
b) The risk of physical injury to the occupants of the pursued vehicle
c) The protection of citizens and their property
d) That stationary roadblocks must be clearly visible at a distance sufficient to enable approaching vehicles to stop safely. The officer in charge of the roadblock shall notify communications of the exact location.
4. PIT maneuver

Only officers trained in this particular maneuver will attempt to employ this procedure and shall not use this maneuver in speeds over 40 mph.
5. Stop Sticks/spike strips
a) Only officers trained in the use of Stop Sticks/spike strips shall deploy them making sure that their use is contained in the pursuit report. The deploying officer shall advise pursuing units and all other units that they should distance themselves from the pursued vehicle and be prepared to slow down before entering the deployment site. Other traffic shall be diverted from the site if at all possible.
b) Stop Sticks/spike strips may only be used on pursuits entering this jurisdiction where an outside pursuing agency is actively engaged in the pursuit of a violent felony subject. The on-duty supervisor shall evaluate the request and may authorize the officers to deploy Stop Sticks/spike strips.
In all cases, given the very nature of the offense that generated the pursuit, officers shall employ felony/high risk traffic stop techniques at the end of all pursuits. 

I. Reasons for Discontinuation of Pursuit

Any officer involved in a pursuit shall terminate the pursuit, and immediately notify communications of his point of discontinuation under any of the following conditions:
1. When ordered by a supervisor, or any other higher-ranking member of the department
2. When the officer believes the level of danger created by the pursuit outweighs the necessity for immediate apprehension
3. When the risk conditions have increased and the subject's identity has been established to the point where later apprehension can be accomplished and there is no longer any need for immediate apprehension
4. When the location of the pursued vehicle is no longer known
5. When motorists/pedestrians are involved in an accident as a result of the pursuit, immediate assistance shall be given. If there is only the marked primary police vehicle, then this vehicle must stop to provide assistance
6. Discontinuation of a pursuit requires the officer(s) to abandon all active attempts to stop and/or follow the suspected vehicles and officer(s) shall turn off all emergency equipment
J. Inter-jurisdictional Pursuits: (SEE S.O.P. 12-4)
1. Pursuits from this jurisdiction into another jurisdiction:
a) Notify through communications the other jurisdiction as soon as possible of the reasons for the pursuit, the vehicle description and if assistance is requested
2. Pursuits from another jurisdiction into this jurisdiction:
a) The communications staff should determine the number of police vehicles from the other jurisdiction that are involved in the pursuit, find out the circumstances of the pursuit to include the offense, vehicle description and if assistance is requested.
b) Supervisors will only approve assistance from this jurisdiction if the offense is in keeping with our justification for a pursuit, i.e. violent felony or reckless driving and the number is limited to only one vehicle from the outside jurisdiction. If the pursuit does not conform to this policy, officers shall not engage in the pursuit but may attempt to control intersections to promote the safety of innocent persons in the vicinity.
c) A supervisor from this jurisdiction will proceed to the point of completion of the pursuit as quickly as possible.
d) The initiating agency will remain in control of any pursuit that crosses into this jurisdiction and will remain responsible for the pursuit.
e) Generally, officers will not continue with a pursuit that has passed through this jurisdiction, once the pursuit has left this jurisdiction.
K. Report and Review Process

The on-duty supervisor conducts an immediate investigation of the circumstances of the pursuit and shall submit a written report regardless of whether the pursuit was discontinued or terminated, or the subject was apprehended. The departmental Pursuit Report Form (or State designated pursuit) shall be completed after any pursuit. In addition to providing the required information on the form, the supervisor will indicate in the narrative section the following:
1. The reason or probable cause for engaging in the pursuit
2. An account of all violations committed during the course of the pursuit
3. A summary of tactics employed to apprehend the subject
4. The exact point of the discontinuation, apprehension, or termination of any pursuit
5. If the subject is apprehended, there should be an account of the officer's involvement in that arrest
6. The supervisor's report additionally will include the following:
a) Officers assigned to the pursuit and the assignment of all those involved in the pursuit in various roles
b) A summary of any accidents or other incidents arising from or related to the pursuit

c) A complete evaluation on the adherence of the pursuit's conduct to the department's pursuit policy
d) If the supervisor discontinued the pursuit, the time and location that the pursuit was ordered terminated
7. Furthermore the supervisor will:
a) Collect copies of reports and police vehicle video from all officers involved in the pursuit
b) Order and include a copy of the communications/dispatch tapes
c) Review each report to ensure that all required information is present
d) Conduct an analysis of the pursuit and complete the appropriate section of the Pursuit Report
e) Attach copies of the officers' reports, including his report and forward the packet to patrol commander/chief of police
8. The patrol commander/chief of police will either submit the report to any Accident Review Board or determine compliance with all statutes and policies and make a recommendation for further action (various forms of discipline, suspension, letter, verbal reprimand, and/or retraining.
VI. TRAINING

Officers shall not be authorized to utilize any equipment or tactic during a pursuit unless the officer has received proper training and/or certification with respect to that equipment or tactic.
The Department shall prepare an annual report evaluating the pursuit history and frequency during that year.  This report shall access the adequacy of the written policy, training and field implementation of the Department’s pursuit policy.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE 

ISSUED___________ EFFECTIVE___________

S.O.P. 12-3 USE OF ROADBLOCKS

I. INTRODUCTION
Members of the Agency should be cognitive of the fact that barricading a roadway must be considered as a force likely to result in death or serious injury. The use of a roadblock must be directly related to the seriousness of the crime for which the suspect is wanted.  Every roadblock must offer an alternative path of travel around the barricade unless the use of deadly force would be authorized. The roadblock must be clearly visible and provide adequate warning to allow vehicles to come to a safe stop. No roadblock will be erected unless the road and weather conditions allow visibility in both directions for a minimum of 500 feet.

NOTE:  In Brower v. Inyo, the Supreme Court held that civil rights violations against officers could be generated by applying the test of reasonableness to seizure made by roadblock or ramming.  In this instance, where a roadblock was set up in a high speed chase, the Court held, "governmental termination of freedom of movement through means intentionally applied" such as ramming, roadblocks, and the use of deadly force against cars or drivers can be considered a "seizure" subject to the "reasonableness" requirement of the Fourth Amendment. 

ATTENTION CEO: Without validated forms of pursuit driver training, the rulings suggest that pursuit policies may be found to be "deliberately indifferent" to the adequate training of officers and seizure by roadblock may be an "unreasonable seizure", given the offense committed by the pursued violator. 

II. ROADBLOCK / RESTRICTION
Roadblocks shall not be employed to apprehend wanted persons when it is apparent that innocent persons are endangered.

III. ROADBLOCKS / AUTHORIZATION
Roadblocks will be utilized by members of the Agency only by order of a field supervisor, and then only as a last resort when the person pursued has proven by his/her method of flight to have a total disregard for the lives and safety of the public.

IV. NOTIFICATION OF ROADBLOCK LOCATION
Once a decision has been made to establish a roadblock, the Communications Center will announce on all radio frequencies the location of the roadblock and the situation requiring the roadblock.  The dispatcher will also ensure that the principle pursuit patrol vehicle(s) acknowledge the location of the roadblock.

V. VEHICLES PROHIBITED 
Vehicles other than law enforcement (preferably marked) vehicles shall not be used as stationary roadblocks, or positioned in such a manner as to prohibit the violator from seeing the barricade in time to stop.  Once a roadblock has been ordered and a Agency vehicle is stationed as part of a roadblock, no one shall remain in the vehicle.

VI. ROLLING ROADBLOCKS
Under certain circumstances the use of a rolling roadblock is effective. The chance of injury or vehicle damage is greatly reduced.

Rolling roadblocks should be considered before resorting to a stationary roadblock.

There are two methods for creating a rolling roadblock:

A. Creating slow moving traffic:  Reducing the movement of the wanted vehicle may be accomplished by slowing the normal flow of traffic.  This is accomplished by patrol vehicles not involved in the pursuit entering the roadway at least two miles ahead of the violator.  By slowing the flow of normal traffic, the violator and the pursuit vehicle are forced to reduce their speed.

B. Blocking:  In a pursuit of moderate speed, blocking may be accomplished by positioning a patrol vehicle in front of the violator and another patrol vehicle beside the violator.  Speed should be reduced gradually until the violator is stopped.  Every effort should be made to maximize officer safety and avoid actual contact with the violator vehicle.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

ISSUED____________ EFFECTIVE________________

S.O.P. 12-4 INTER-JURISDICTIONAL PURSUIT POLICY

I. INTRODUCTION

Since Law Enforcement Agencies often have different pursuit policies, inter-jurisdictional pursuits are extremely dangerous.  The best pursuit policies are useless unless there are restraints on pursuits from neighboring jurisdictions.  Prior formal arrangements should be made and in place concerning inter-jurisdictional pursuits.  

II. GENERAL PROCEDURES

A. The Communications Center, with a field supervisor's approval, will notify other agencies if this Agency is in pursuit within their jurisdiction. 

B. This message will specify either a request for assistance or, if it is merely a courtesy notification, that no participation/assistance is desired.

C. The Communications Center will notify the other jurisdiction of the following information:

1. The pursuit is about to enter their jurisdiction
2. Reason for the pursuit and nature of violation
3. Location and direction of pursuit
4. Complete description of occupants and vehicle
5. Number of units involved in pursuit
6. Whether assistance is needed
7. When applicable, notify the Agency when the pursuit is leaving their jurisdictional boundaries, or the location of termination
D. The initiating agency will have control and responsibility of the pursuit.

E. A total of no more than three vehicles from the combined jurisdictions will be involved in any pursuit; two vehicles from the initiating Agency and one from the assisting Agency.
F. Where pursuits enter third and subsequent jurisdictions, the assisting vehicle, due to boundary familiarity and greater ability to maintain radio communications, will notify the next jurisdiction of a request for assistance.  The assisting vehicle will then remain with the pursuit until replaced by the next assisting Agency.  If the suspect is apprehended, all concerned Agencies will be notified of the location and supplied pertinent information for appropriate charges.

G. During a pursuit involving more than one Agency, roadblocks (fixed and moving), ramming, forcing pursued vehicle off roadway, and shooting at pursued vehicle (except to protect against the use of unlawful deadly force) are prohibited.
H. The initiating Agency will be responsible for the arraignment of the arrested person(s), disposition of any passenger, disposition of the arrested person(s) vehicle, and coordination of all reports, citations, and criminal charges with the exception of accident reports.

I. Supervisors from both the initiating and terminating Agencies shall respond to the termination location to supervise and assist officers on the scene.

J. Officers shall not become involved in another Agency's pursuit unless specifically authorized to do so by a supervisor, or unless it is clearly demonstrated that a unit from an outside Agency is unable to request assistance or the emergency nature of the situation dictates the need for assistance.  In these instances all Agency pursuit policies are applicable.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

ISSUED____________ EFFECTIVE_______________

S.O.P 12-5 VEHICLE ACCIDENT / REPORT AND REVIEW PROCESS

I. INTRODUCTION

The Agency has an obligation to review all accidents involving Agency personnel.  To accomplish this, the Agency has established a Vehicle Accident Review Board.  This Board will review every accident involving Agency personnel and equipment even if there is no negligence on the part of Agency personnel.

II. REPORTING ACCIDENTS

All vehicle accidents involving Agency vehicles shall be immediately reported to the field supervisor or the appropriate law enforcement jurisdiction if outside the City/County Agency's geographical limits.  Personnel involved in such accidents shall follow the procedures outlined below.

A. Accident Jurisdiction
1. In addition to normal reporting/handling procedures, an internal investigation will be made of all Agency vehicle accidents resulting in damage to City/County property or injury to Agency personnel.  In instances where Agency personnel are found to be at fault, disciplinary measures may be taken.

2. All accidents involving Agency vehicles will be conducted by the (Georgia State Patrol/Sheriff's Department/County Police/the Agency's Traffic Investigation Specialist).
3. If an accident occurs outside the City/County, the on-duty shift supervisor will contact the (Georgia State Patrol, County Sheriff or Police Department) to investigate the accident.

B. Reports
1. The involved employee shall complete an (Supplemental) Report on the accident and attach the (Accident) Report.

2. The involved employee's supervisor shall complete a Supervisor's Report.

3. Copies of all documents shall be sent through the chain of command to the respective Division Commander within three days for review.

4. The Division Commander shall promptly forward all pertinent reports to the Chief Executive Officer for investigation by the Accident Review Board.

III. VEHICLE ACCIDENT REVIEW BOARD

The Vehicle Accident Review Board will investigate all vehicle accidents which involve vehicles assigned to the Agency.  The Board will be composed of officers who will be assigned from various Divisions on a rotating basis-semi-annually.  The Board will meet monthly, review all information available concerning the vehicle accidents referred to the Board, and make a recommendation to the Chief Executive Officer in each case reviewed.  This recommendation will include recommended disciplinary action if the facts of the case indicate such action.
A. Personnel

The Vehicle Accident Review Board will be composed of six officers, appointed by the Chief Executive Officer in January, May and September as follows:

ATTENTION CEO: The Agency may wish to establish a cutoff date for accidents it will review of no less than 30 days prior to the Board meeting.  This is necessary to allow for proper defense and case presentation.

1. A command level officer shall be appointed by the Chief Executive Officer to serve as the senior member.  This position will rotate through the Divisions of the Law Enforcement Agency.

2. Other members will be appointed as follows:

a) Uniform Patrol Division - Two officers
b) Criminal Investigations Division - Two investigators
c) Administrative/Support Services Division - One officer
3. Replacement or Substitutions

The Chief Executive Officer may replace or substitute an appointed member of the Board at any time.  A board member will be replaced or substituted if absent from the Agency for any reason, or if he is personally involved in an accident.  This may be a temporary or permanent change.

B. Seniority

No member of the Board will be lower in rank than the officer involved in the accident.  If a Senior Officer is involved in an accident a completely "new" Board will be appointed to handle that specific accident.  After reviewing the facts and making its recommendation, this "Senior" Board would be excused by the Senior Member, and the original Board would continue its tenure.

C. Rules

1. The Vehicle Accident Review Board will be composed of the five officers listed in paragraph 1 (a-c) above.

2. The Vehicle Accident Review Board will meet at the Agency.  The Board may be called into session at any time by the Chief Executive Officer.

3. The appropriate shift supervisor will forward within 48 hours to the senior member of the Board copies of the following:

a) A copy of the accident report from the Agency which investigated the accident;

b) A copy of the Damage to City/County Property report made by the officer involved; and

c) A copy of supplemental reports made by the shift supervisor, the investigator who made photographs, and any other personnel who were involved in or had knowledge of facts surrounding the accident.

4. The Board will obtain copies of any previous accidents incurred by the officer involved from his/her personnel file.

5. The Board will obtain the Vehicle Maintenance File.  This file will include reports on any previous accidents involving the vehicle and will also contain detailed repair and maintenance information on the vehicle in question.

6. Photographs will be taken for all accidents involving Agency vehicles.  This will enable the Vehicle Accident Review Board to have a pictorial, as well as written and diagrammed report of the accident.

D. Board Procedures

The following agenda will be followed by the Vehicle Accident Review Board on each case presented:

1. The senior member of the Board will present the facts;

2. The involved officer will answer any allegations, or offer any other information;

3. The Board will vote by secret ballot on one of the following:

a) No negligence of the officer found;

b) Negligence of the officer found;

c) Serious negligence of the officer found; or

d) Gross negligence of the officer found.

4. If the Board finds no negligence, the case will be referred to the Chief Executive Officer for his/her personal disposition;

5. If the Board finds negligence, serious negligence, or gross negligence, the Board will further determine the extent of disciplinary action that should result.  This determination will be put in the form of a recommendation to the Chief Executive Officer.  The Chief Executive Officer, in concert with the governing authority, will have the final authority in the case and will execute any disciplinary action deemed necessary;

6. The senior member of the board will make a written report to the Chief Executive Officer at the end of each meeting to summarize the activities of the Board during the previous month.  A "Senior" Board will submit its own report on the specific incident it was called to review;

7. The "Senior" Board Member of the Vehicle Accident Review Board shall have the power to order persons employed by the Agency before the Board as witnesses.  All personnel will respond to such an order; and

8. All accidents involving Agency vehicles will be recorded in the vehicle maintenance records as well as in the individual officer's personnel files.

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

ISSUED____________ EFFECTIVE_______________

S.O.P 12-6 MOBILE VIDEO RECORDER (NEW 2007)
O.C.G.A.: 50-18-72
Tapes shall be available for release in accordance with the Georgia Open Records Act unless the recording meets one the exceptions delineated in O.C.G.A. § 50-18-72
NOTE: Digital recording devices will require modifications to this S.O.P.
I. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to direct officers and supervisors in the proper use and maintenance of mobile video recorders as well as directing how video will be utilized as a quality control mechanism and evidence.
II. POLICY

The policy of this department is to provide officers with mobile video recording devices in an effort to enhance the officers’ ability to detect and prosecute criminals.
III. PROCEDURE

It is the intent of this policy that all officers who will be using a vehicle outfitted with MVR equipment shall be trained on the manner in which the MVR shall be tested, maintained and used.
A. It shall be the responsibility of each individual officer to test the MVR equipment at the beginning of each tour of duty.  In the event that the equipment is found to be functioning improperly, the officer shall report the problem immediately to their immediate supervisor so that the information can be documented, and arrangements made for repair.
B. Except when MVR equipment unforeseeably does not function, all motor vehicle stops or street encounters conducted by officers using department vehicles with MVR equipment shall be recorded by these vehicles, using both the video and audio MVR functions.
C. The recording shall begin no later than when the officer first signals the vehicle to stop or arrives at the scene of an ongoing motor vehicle stop initiated by another law enforcement officer or when the officer initiates a street encounter or arrives at a street encounter initiated by another officer.
D. The recording shall continue until the motor vehicle stop or street encounter is completed and the stopped vehicle or the citizen involved in the street encounter departs or until the officer, whose cruiser has MVR equipment, discontinues his or her participation in the stop or encounter, by leaving the scene.
E. The recording shall include searches of any kind, to include; K-9 searches of vehicles, arrests of any persons, operators or occupants of vehicles and the issuance of violations.
F. If an officer, whose vehicle has MVR equipment, participates in a traffic stop or street encounter is aware that the event was not recorded using the MVR equipment, the officer shall immediately notify the dispatcher that the stop was not recorded and should notify the district sergeant as to the reasons why the stop was not recorded.  The notification to the sergeant shall be in writing and shall be forwarded through the chain of command to the commanding officer of the division the officer is assigned.
G. It shall be the responsibility of individual officers to be aware of the indicator that the videotape is nearing the end.  There is an audible alert of eight (8) beeps to indicate there is only ten (10) minutes left on the tape.  There is also a visual time indicator that also shows how much time is left on the tape.  The vehicle is to be brought to Communications to have the tape changed when the alert beep sounds, or when the timer is approaching the ten (10) minute mark.
IV. SUPERVISORY RESPONSIBILITY TAPES
A. It shall be the sole responsibility of the supervisor for the changing and securing of the tapes removed from police vehicles.
B. While stored, the tapes shall be catalogued by the police vehicle’s registration number, last four digits of the VIN and the date the tape was removed, (example 2113/2345/7-6-01). (OPTION-But some numbering system)
C. Tapes shall be stored in a locked area at the ________access limited to supervisory personnel designated by the chief of police 
D. A log shall be kept and maintained at the Supervisory level of any officer requesting a tape, the date of viewing of the tape, the time removed from storage, whether a copy is made, the time returned to storage and the name of the person removing the tape from the secure area.
E. Tapes shall be held for (30) thirty days before being “degaussed” for reuse.
F. Tapes shall be subject to review by the Chief of Police or the Commanding Officer of the Uniform Division or their designees.
G. In order to review a tape, authorized officers must fill out a Release Authorization from the Commanding Officer.  A log shall be maintained of all such requests and the tape will be logged out by signing a logbook.  A reviewing area shall be designated at headquarters and it shall be equipped with a TV/VCR.  Tapes shall not be removed from this area without the express permission of the Commanding Officer of the Uniformed Division.
H. At least once every (60) sixty-day period, first line supervisors of the Uniformed Division should review a taped event of each officer in the Uniformed Division.  The supervisor will log this review in the “video review database” (database to be implemented by Data Processing under the officer’s name).  Thus each officer should have at least one notation of review in any given (60) sixty-day period, commencing with the full implementation of this policy.
I. Supervisors should use these reviews as a quality control measure.  Following such a review, the supervisor will hold a meeting with the officer and provide the officer with either positive reinforcement or constructive criticism with respect to the stop reviewed.  Constructive criticism may relate to officer safety issues, demeanor, policy issues or legal issues related to the stop as well as any other supervisory observation relative to performance.
J. If upon review, the supervisor finds that corrective action is necessary regarding an officer’s conduct, the Commanding Officer of the Uniformed Division or his/her designee, along with the officer’s direct supervisor may take the necessary action.  In such cases, a special MVR review schedule should be implemented with respect to that particular officer for a set duration in order to ensure compliance with the corrective action.
K. In cases of median infractions requiring mid-level disciplinary actions, the Commanding Officer of the Uniformed Division or his/her designee conducting the review shall then determine the proper disciplinary action.  In such cases, special MVR review schedule shall be implemented with respect to the particular officer for a set duration in order to ensure compliance with the corrective action.
L. In cases of serious infractions, the Commanding Officer of the Uniformed Division or his/her designee shall forward all information regarding the incident to the Chief of Police for determination of the proper disciplinary action.  In such cases, a special MVR review schedule shall be implemented with respect to the particular officer for a set duration in order to ensure compliance with the corrective action.
V. USE OF MVR RECORDINGS AS EVIDENCE IN CRIMINAL/MOTOR VEHICLE PROSECUTIONS
A. In a case where an event is recorded which involves an arrest or any seizure of evidence or property, the officer in charge of the vehicle shall fill out the MVR form indicating that the event has been recorded.
B. In misdemeanor cases this form shall be immediately delivered to the officer’s direct supervisor (sergeant in most cases).  The sergeant shall then review the recording in the police vehicle and determine its evidentiary value.  (It should be noted that tapes can be reviewed in the police vehicle, however, when recording is resumed the tape is automatically forwarded to the end of the last video recording.  There is no capability of recording over previously recorded incidents.  If the supervisor determines that the recording should be maintained as evidence, the supervisor shall make a notation on the MVR form so that the incident may be copied and maintained as evidence with the case by following the established procedure.
C. In felony cases this form shall be immediately delivered to the officer’s direct supervisor (sergeant in most cases).  The officer shall immediately deliver an additional copy of the MVR form to the division responsible for investigating and/or charging the offense that has occurred. (i.e. Detectives)  The detective who receives the MVR form shall be responsible for requesting a review of the recording to determine its evidentiary value by following the established procedure.  If it is determined that the recording should be maintained as evidence, then the detective shall make a notation on the MVR form so that the incident may be copied and maintained as evidence with the case.
D. Where a supervisor or detective has made a determination that a recording shall be maintained as evidence, they must deliver a signed copy of the MVR form indicating that the recording should be saved to the _________ (chief’s designee).  The copying of the tape in question shall be done at the direction of the __________ (chief’s designee), and only the person designated by them shall make the copy.  A copy of the MVR form shall be maintained in the case file.  Evidentiary tapes shall be marked with the corresponding report # and shall be forwarded to the evidence division for maintenance or custody until such time as the case in question reaches disposition.
E. Where there is any indication that the MVR may contain evidence that may be helpful to a suspect’s/defendant’s defense, that recording must be saved and turned over to the prosecutor assigned to the case.
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